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CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Elizabeth Planning Commission was called to order on Tuesday, December 6, 2011 at 6:45 PM by Chairperson Susette’ Frausto.

ROLL CALL

The following were present: Chairperson Frausto, Commissioners Frank Conte, and Ken Peter. Tim Van Putten and William Pharo were absent. Also present was Town Planner Stacey Yarrington, and Town Clerk Serena Carter.
Minutes
a. Consideration and Approval of the Minutes of the November 1, 2011 Planning Commission Meeting.
Page 1 under Public Hearing Commissioner Peter is spelled wrong.
MOTION: Commissioner Conte moved to approve the Minutes of November 1st, 2011 with the correction of Commissioner Peter’s name.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Peter.  The vote of those Commissioners present was unanimously in favor. Motion Carried.

OLD business

a. Consideration and Discussion to File #10-11-OR, an Ordinance to Amend the Elizabeth Municipal Code Article I, Zoning.

Town Planner Yarrington indicated that the Open Forum that was discussed to be scheduled for December 8th was canceled due to a scheduling conflict Yarrington had and comments from the public on concerns of holding an Open Meeting during the holidays and the concern of participation with people being away for the holidays. Yarrington reviewed some of the previously discussed changes to refresh the Board as well as inform Commissioner Peter who was not seated on the Commission during previous discussions. 

Commissioner Peter asked about the designation of the Highway Commercial District and not being clarified within the document. Yarrington indicated that Highway Commercial should be changed to Regional Commercial District and also noticed that General Business District should be removed and all following will be renumbered accordingly. Yarrington also indicated that Mixed Use should be changed to Commercial Mixed Use as well as Planned Development District should be changed to Planned Unit Development should be reflected in all sections wherever referenced. 

Commissioner Pharo arrived at 7:26 PM.

There was a discussion on page 42 section 11 on the minimum front yard distance from the major Highways. Yarrington believes that this was set to provide for right-of-way expansion; however this does not conform to the goals of the Design Standards. The Design Standards indicate desires of street frontage and parking in the rear of the building and this requirement would make this more difficult for development. The Commission agrees with this concern. Yarrington would like to discuss this concern in the next review of this document so that she can get some background on the reason for this requirement and how this change would affect other plan documents. Conte also asked about legal opinion on this issue.
REPORTS: 

Ms. Yarrington reported that there is a new Town Administrator that she was going to introduce her tonight but she had a prior commitment but she will make it to the next meeting. The Board is having a budget workshop on the 7th at 6:00 PM. Staff is working on the HWY 86 sidewalk project with CDOT and she will keep the Commission informed on the progress. Yarrington suggested having a holiday pot luck for the next meeting and the Commission agreed.
ADJOURNMENT: 

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Frausto there were no objections; the meeting adjourned at 8:17 PM.


____________________________
____________________________


Chair Susette’ Frausto
Town Clerk Serena Carter
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